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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


OBJECT 
To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
all human relatio: articular to secure the of the 


Rights Amendment to the Constitution, and the adherence of the U 
States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman’s r the 
proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the Nations. 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Senate—By Senator John G. Townsend, (Del.), and Senator Ed- 
werd * (Neb.), Jan, 4, 1989. Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 7). 


tative Louis Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 8, 1989, 
ouse Joint Resolution No. 2). 
presentative U. 8. Guyer, (Kans.), Jan. 8, 1939, 
ewes Joint Resolution No. 27). 
entative Ambrose J. Kennedy, (Md.), Jan. 3, 
1939, (House Joint Resolution No. 25). 


House—By 


Present Status 
Senate—Before Judiciary Sub-Committee. 
House—Before Judiciary Committee. ‘ 
Favorable action by Sub-Committee April 26, 1939. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 

„Art. 1—The contracting States that the ratification of this 

r ual Rights throughout the 
territory subject to their respective j sd 


By Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
the right of vote shall not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex.’’ 


countries 
practice regard- 


Let’s Think Correctly 


WHEN we think of courage we are apt to think 
only of physical courage, All too often we asso- 


ciate the word with bravery in daring. 


_ There is, however, a courage of the mind. There 
is a fearlessness that is equally brave in those who 
possess it, for it means having the bravery to say to 
the world, “I find that I have been wrong.” 

It requires a mind sufficiently flexible to change 
when change is warranted and necessitates a gallantry 
of 3 impelling an about face. 

Noble apostates, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley calls them. 
Speaking recently at a meeting in the garden of Alva 
Belmont House, Mrs. Wiley, well known in club circles 
throughout the country, paid a tribute to such women 
as Maud Younger, Mrs. Josepha Whitney and Marjorie 
Shuler, whose honesty and courage impelled them to 
speak aloud for the world to hear when they changed 
their opinions on labor laws for women only, which 
they found not only failed to protect, but crucified. | 

“I have been tardy at arriving at this viewpoint 
and am opposed to 8 legislation,“ said Mar- 
jorie Shuler, when she told the Business and Profes- 
sional Women that she hoped there would be a favor- 
able vote on the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Enumerating her reasons for advocating the Amend- 
ment, Mrs. Whitney in an appeal to women to secure 
its passage said: “For these reasons and many others 
. .. I appeal for support of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to my friends and to associates in women’s 
organizations such as the omen’s Trade Union 
League, the League of Women Voters, the Consumers’ 


League, and the Federation of Democratic Women’s 


Clubs. I recognize that the great changes in society 
and business recently made our democratic country 
demand of us alert minds also ready to change. These 
new conditions justify and explain my own change.” 

The late Maud Younger, of California, for years 
Chairman of the Woman’s Party Congressional Com- 
mittee, was an original sponsor of Minimum Wage 
Laws for Women. Amazed to find that the law she 
sponsored in California resulted in women losing their 
jobs, she lost no time, not only in acknowledging her 
mistake, but in trying to rectify it. 

“In history,” said Mrs. Wiley, “there are stories of 
great conversions; of people turning diametrically 
around and changing their entire belief and mode of 
conduct. The greater the character the greater the 
change and its result on society.” She made reference 
to the conversion of St. Paul and later of Constantine 
the Great, whose change of position marked the down- 
fall of paganism in Europe. 

When conflicting schools of thought have, over a 
period of years, been in active opposition one to the 
other, it perhaps is only human that those who have 
2 * divergent trails should feel deeply the scars 
0 e. 

Were it not for the habit of opposing is it not possi- 
ble that many who have sponsored restrictive laws 
for women would now join in the campaign to give 
them equal rights with men under law, for the very 
good reason that experience and changed conditions 
have convinced them that restriction is disastrous? 

There is need for the courage of those who have 
faced facts, changing their parece because it seemed 
to them more important to be right than to cling to a 


theory, which the years have proved to be outmoded 
and incorrect in principle, therefore unable to stand 
the test of time. | 

Courage is a noble quality. May we have the 
courage to correct our thinking. 
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fi The members of the League undertake that in their Sy 
1 there shall be no distinction based on sex in their law and 

ing nationality.’’ 

The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 

. men and women shall have equal rights in all other flelds.’’ 

With Tull voting ail delegations to tbe ‘Ae 
qt women, powers, ons - 
A sembly of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 
League. 

hy Present Status 

ti Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 
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RS. SARAH GIBBS 
THOMPSON PELL, 
of New York and Fort 
Ticonderoga, N. Y., Chair- 
man of National Wo- 3 
man’s Party, passed away August 4 in Boston, Mass. 
In her passing the Party sustained the loss of a valiant 
leader, a sympathetic co-worker and a devoted friend. 
National Headquarters of the Party on Capitol Hill 
lowered its purple, white and gold standard to half 
staff and members of the Party throughout the land 
mingled their expressions of sorrow and regret with 
those of affectionate regard and gratitude for Mrs. 
Pell’s nearly three years of leadership of the cause of 
equality in America. 

The wife of Stephen H. P. Pell, Mrs. Pell was the 
daughter of the late Colonel Robert Means Thompson 
and Mrs. Thompson, and the granddaughter of the 
late William C. Gibbs, Governor of Rhode Island. Her 
father was twice chairman of the American section of 
the Olympic international committee. He was a gradu- 
ate of the United States Naval Academy and the foot- 
ball field at Annapolis bears his name. 

A native of New York, she attended the Brearley 
School there, the Masters School at Dobbs Ferry and 
for several years.studied music in Paris. On her 
return from abroad in 1901, she and Mr. Pell were 
married. John Pell, of Syosett, L. I., one son, is a New 
York attorney. Another son, Robert Thompson Pell, is 
connected with the State Department in Washington. 

Funeral services were private and were held in St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church at Portsmouth, Rhode Island, 
where the family has been prominent for generations. 

Anita Pollitzer, member of the National Executive 
Council, represented the National Council at the serv- 
ices and a spray of purple, white and gold flowers 
— silent eloquence paid the tribute of Woman's 


arty. 
Mrs. Pell, who was elected chairman of the National 
Woman's Party in the fall of 1936 and re-elected for 


a second term last October, has been interested in the 


Woman Movement for years. In the early days of the 
suffrage campaign in England she was introduced to 
Mrs. Pankhurst and while in England her particular 
interest was with the industrial re. When Mrs. 
Pankhurst came to the United States, her first public 
speech was made in the home of Mrs. Pell. This led 
to her active work for suffrage in this country. 

When the Woman’s Party was reorganized after 
adoption of the suffrage amendment, to work for equal 
rights for men and women, Mrs. Pell joined in the cam- 
paign, being a member of the Party since 1922. She 
took an active part in the work in New York State, and 
in national activities in Washington. She appeared 
before Governor Alfred E. Smith to urge his support 
of equal rights legislation, and before Congressional 
Committee hearings on the ee Rights Amendment, 
World Court Reservation and Nationality. 

She headed a delegation waiting upon President 
Coolidge, 2 — his support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and later led a delegation waiting upon 
President Hoover for the same purpose. 

She presided for the Woman's party at a Congres- 
sional hearing before the Linthicum Committee, oppos- 
ing United States adherence to the World Court unless 
the Code of Law to be administered should apply 


equally to men and women. When I tate 
Stimson sailed for Geneva to address the gue of 


Nations on the dissatisfaction of the United States 


Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell Passes Away 


WOMAN’S PARTY SUSTAINS LOSS OF VALIANT with the Hague National- 
LEADER, CO-WORKER AND 
DEVOTED FRIEND 


ity Convention, Mrs. Pell 
resented to him a petition 
rom women's organiza- 
tions in New York, 
their views and demanding complete equality o 
nationality rights between men and women. On many 
occasions Mrs. Pell presented the National Woman’s 
Party viewpoint over the radio. She was principal 
Speaker on two nationwide hook-ups on the subjects 
“Pioneer Women” and “Jury Service for Women.” 

Mrs. Pell was a member of the National Council 
National Woman's Party for years and chairman o 
its Advisory Council and Finance Committee. Promi- 
nent in the Republican Party she was a member of the 
New York State Republican Committee for Essex 
County, president of the Essex County Woman’s Re- 
publican Club, a president of the New York 
Garden Club and of the Society of Colonial Dames of 
New York State. Last fall she became a charter mem- 
ber of the World Woman’s Party. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pell took great pride in restoring to 
their original condition historic Fort Ticonderoga and 
the old Pell mansion on the lake below the Fort, where 
for a number of years they have spent their summers. 

Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, Acting Chairman of the 
Woman's Party, on | ing of the passing of the 
National Chairman, said: Mrs. Pell was an inspiring 
leader and an example of self-effacing devotion to the 
cause of equality for men and women.” 

Alice Paul, founder of the Woman’s Party and 
founder and chairman of the new World Woman’s 
Party, with Marie Moore Forrest and Abbey Scott 
Baker, who are with her in Geneva, Switzerland, 
cabled “Woman’s Party members in Geneva join with 
you in mourning the loss of our dearly beloved leader 
and friend.” 

From Harriot Stanton Blatch came the following: 
Please allow me to express to you my very deep 
regret on hearing of the death of our President, Mrs. 
Stephen Pell. Mrs. Pell was, in every way, suited to 
act as President of the National Woman’s Party, and 
has admirably fulfilled the presidency. We shall greatly 
miss her in every phase of our work. Please let me 
again express my great regret for this profound loss 
in the Party.” 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, of Pennsylvania, a mem- 
ber of the Party Congressional Committee and Na- 
tional Democratic Committeewoman for Pennsylvania, 


“Grieved and shocked. The cause of justice and 
freedom for women has lost a staunch supporter and 
the Woman’s Party a valued and wise leader.” 

From others throughout the country came expres- 
sions of grief and sympathy. 

The Executive Council of the Party adopted the 
: 

“The Executive Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, meeting at National Headquarters, Washington, 
on Saturday, August 5th, 1939 mourns the irreparable 
loss of its beloved Chairman, Sarah Thompson Pell, 
under whose leadership the National Woman’s Party 
has advanced courageously toward its goal, the passage 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“The National Woman’s Party records its gratitude 
for her distinguished contribution to the liberation of 
women, a contribution which has passed into history 
and which will continue to inspire her co-workers to 

| (Continued on page 110) , 
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Opening Of World Woman's Party 


September, 1939 


By Maximilian Kessler, Geneva, Switzerland 


ONG the news events happening in the world of 

women during the month of August, the opening 
ceremony of the Headquarters of the new world-wide 
woman movement, World Woman’s Party, on the 18th 
in Geneva, took a prominent place. Here in a setting 
of Lake and Alps, in the vicinity of the International 
Labor Office and the Palace of the League of Nations, 
a beautiful villa, a masterpiece of nineteenth century 
florentian architecture and surrounded by a most beau- 
tiful park, was leased from the town of Geneva, in 
order to establish a spiritual as well as a social center 
where woman may enter into a conscious union with 
each other. 

A very remarkable feature of this new world-wide 
institution is the leading part which the women of the 
United States have played in it ever since the time 
when it was first conceived in that country. 

Many may be surprised that at this trying time of 
uncertainty women should have had the courage to 
march on in the belief that their campaign for the 
world-wide recognition of the equality of the sexes 
could be brought to a successful end by working on an 
international plan. 

They are going even a step further. They are con- 
vinced that the achievement of this aim would be a 
veritable help to world progress. It is not only an ele- 
22 right that every question that affects the wel- 
fare of mankind should be considered also from the 
point of view of the woman-half of the world, but such 
an adjustment of the present day situation would be of 
the greatest benefit to humanity. 

e general principles outlined above were fully 
developed at the opening ceremony on August 18 by 
women who hold distinguished positions in the woman 

movements in their respective countries. From the 


new Headquarters these women transmitted their 


greetings to women and men all over the world in 


short speeches which were broadcast to the United 


States with the help of the American National Broad- 
casting Company. The Swiss Broadcasting Company 
also relayed a part of the program. 

On the spacious lawn in front of the Villa which 
slopes down to the shore of the lake, a few thousand 
invited guests heard these messages. The invocation 
to the women of the world was sent out by Mrs. 
Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence who, with her husband, 

now in the House of Commons, was twenty-five years 
ago, in the front rank of the pioneers for the women’s 
rights at a time when such activities were punishable 
with imprisonment. It is very encouraging for this 
new organization that a pioneer who has played such 
a great part in the woman movement, not only in her 
own country, England, but all over the world, should 
give her support with the same youthful enthusiasm 
as she put into her work a quarter of a century ago. 
At this evening of inauguration, after Mrs. Pethick- 
Lawrence appealed to the women of the world, dele- 


gates of various countries came before the microphone 


to say how they intend spiritually and practically to 

respond to this invocation to put to use the potential 

E which has been in women's hands since they 
rst obtained suffrage twenty-five years ago. 

To make use of this power was also the aim which 
led Alice Paul, Chairman of the World Woman's Party, 
to initiate this new world organization. In 1913 she 
laid the foundation stone of the National Woman's 
Party of the United States after having campaigned 


in England with Mrs. Pankhurst as a militant suf- 
fragist. Never since has she for a moment wavered 
from the path of organizing women in their struggle 
for equal rights; a path whose logical course leads her 
now to Geneva. 

Let us pause for a moment to examine this devel- 
opment, e organized movement for Equality for 
women was born in 1848 in the United States, when 


in Seneca Falls, New York, a few women from differ- 


ent states of North America met together and drew 
up the demands for the rights of women. It must not 


be forgotten that, before that time, it had not yet 


ente anyone’s head that such positions as doctor, 
lawyer, judge, etc., could possibly be held by a woman. 
It is only from 1848 onward to the beginning of the 
great war that the betterment in the position of women 
in the United States was realized by means of the 


work of bodies of women in the different individual 


states. Alice Paul and her co-workers co-ordinated the 
efforts and achievements in the various states to the 
end that Congress itself was induced to take action 
on women’s rights and nation-wide woman suffrage 
was finally achieved in 1920 by the action of Congress. 
Since then laws in different spheres have been contin- 
ually improving the position of women in such import- 
ant matters as nationality status, property right, 
divorce, etc. 

Having thus co-ordinated the efforts made in the 
various states, and having achieved equality legisla- 


tion by Congress, Alice Paul's reasoning has now led 


her to start work in Geneva co-ordinating the progress 


in so many countries of the world—alas, not in all 


with a view to obtaining action on an international 
scale. Her reply to the invocation of Mrs. Pethick- 


Lawrence was a most positive one. Then Mile. Marie 


Lenoél, well known leader of Catholic feminists of 
France, Secretary General of the “Alliance Suffragiste 
Jeanne d’Arc,” expressed the feelings of the women 
of that country. There was also a message from the 
women of the Axis’ powers when a representative 
feminist from Italy announced the readiness of many 
— women to cooperate with the women of the 
world. 

In order to make this dedication ceremony particu- 
larly impressive, a special organizing committee was 


formed under the chairmanship of Mrs. George Mesta 


of New York. With her experience as a member of 
the National Council of the National Woman’s Party 
of the United States and with — energy Mrs. Mesta 
took up her duties travelling and forth between 
Geneva, Paris and London, and s herself no pains 
to achieve the most perfect results. 


The artistic decoration and the furnishing of the 


Headquarters are under the direction of Mrs. Marie 
Heldring Bye of Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. The spirit 
of co-operation which animates women in many parts 
of the world, finds its tangible expression in the fact 
that—as was the case with the new League of Nations’ 
Palace—contributions to the furnishing of which were 
made by several governments, Mrs. Bye has received 
beautiful gifts for the house from women of many 
countries. 

A special Genevese Reception Committee was ap- 

inted under Mrs. May Herbert-Anbuhl, whose task 
t was to send out invitations to the Federal, Cantonal 
and Municipal authorities; to the Diplomatic Corps; 

(Continued on page 110) 
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3 Equal Rights At The New Vork World's Fair 


E OF THE chief interests of the National Wom- 

an’s Party this summer has been the busy, stra- 
tegically located booth at the New York World’s Fair, 
where a petition addressed to the President of the 
United States and Congress urging immediate adop- 
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment Resolution is 
being signed by men and women from —— 
states. Many lawyers, members of State legislatures 
and persons otherwise prominent in public life have 
stopped to discuss the Equal Rights program and have 
affixed their signatures to the petition. Thousands of 
pieces of literature have been distributed. 


The booth has attracted wide attention because of 
its beauty, simplicity and dignity. Against a back- 
ground of purple, white and gold, a framed text of the 
Amendment: Men and Women Shall Have —— 
Rights Throughout the United States and Every Place 
Subject to Its Jurisdiction” attracts the attention of 
every passer-by. This is surmounted by two American 
flags and flanked by two purple, white and gold picket 
banners of the Woman’s Party. 

In the background, against the wall, — la 
framed portraits of Lucretia Mott, Elizabet Gade 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, made from the 
marbles by Mrs. Adelaide Johnson. There also is dis- 
par a copy of the document by Governor Herbert 

hman, of New York, proclaiming Susan B. Anthony 
day. Other adornments are a picture of the Geneva 
Headquarters of the World Woman’s Party and a dis- 
play of the design of the Equal Rights Seal, which 
during the past year has made its appearance on thou- 
sands of letters traveling the mail routes of the world. 


“Today at the Fair“, a World's Fair Information 
Daily, speaking of the booth says: “Draped with 
flags carried in the suffrage parades, and decorated 
with portraits of the suffrage pioneers of ninety years 
ago, the National Woman’s Party booth is one of the 
most colorful in the Home Furnishings Building“, and 
commments on the “rolling up of a huge petition to be 
submitted to Congress to amend the Constitution of the 
United States to give men and women equal rights.” 


On the occasion of the opening of the booth, July 19, 
the ninety-first anniversary of the First Woman’s 
Rights Convention ever held in the world, the Radio 
Department of the Fair arranged a broadcast over a 
wide network. Anita Pollitzer, a member of the Party 
National Executive Committee spoke on Woman's 
Place in the World of Tomorrow’’, stressing the con- 
trast between woman’s place today, at the time of the 
Seneca Falls Convention, and in a world where equal 
rights and equal participation between men and wom- 
en would prevail. Concluding, she read a message 
from Acting Governor Poletti, of New York, proclaim- 
ing Women’s Independence Day. 

On the occasion of the official opening of the World 
Woman’s Party in Geneva, August 18, the National 
Woman’s Party Booth was installed with a radio by the 
World’s Fair, and guests were invited from the Brit- 
ish, French, Italian, and Swiss Buildings, to hear 
the representatives from their countries speaking 
on the international broadcast of the Geneva cere- 
monies. The New Jersey Building sent a representa- 


tive in honor of Alice Paul, of Mooresto . ie 
Chairman 


of the World Woman's Party. 

The Woman's Party booth is a constant reminder of 
the interest of the National Chairman, Sarah Thomp- 
son Pell, who planned the exhibit. In her capacity as 
Acting Chairman this summer, Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, 


has stood back of the project with her characteristic 
enthusiasm and perseverance. 

Anita Pollitzer and Mrs. Robert A as Na- 
tional officers of the party are in charge of negotia- 
tions with the Fair Authorities. 

Martha Souder and Dora Ogle, who for years were 
members of the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party, are in charge of activities. Many members 
passing through New York have ably assisted, notably 
Miss Cricket Breeland, of Kentucky; Mrs. Carey, of 
Néw York; and Mrs. Edward Vail, of Pennsylvania. 

The booth is a bureau of information on the move- 
ment for the complete emancipation of women. Re- 
sults to date are most gratifying. The National Wom- 
an’s Party at the New York Fair, dedicated to a 
“World of Tomorrow“, conducts a continuous round 
table discussion with citizens of the nation on the 
necessity for assuring a “World of Tomorrow” in 
which -women are guaranteed the rights of citizens. 

State Chairmen are urged to notify members going 
to New York, about the booth in the Home Furnishings | 
Building on Fireside Row, near the Avenue of Patriots 
entrance. The Long Island Railroad and Interborough 
Subway entrances to the Fair are nearby. 


Arm Women With Information! 


Our goal is 1,000 new subscribers to Equal Rights 
by the time Congress convenes in January. We are 
depending upon you for its attainment. Will you help? 

The subscription list is steadily growing and sub- 
scribers are showing an increasing interest in the 
campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment as the 
m intelligent and effective means of doing away 
with all unequal laws based on sex, and ending now 
attacks on the right of women to work for a living. 

Will not every reader who thinks the information 
contained in Equal Rights should be in the hands of 
all women do everything in her power to place it there 
by securing additional subscribers? A circulation 


campaign for Equal Rights is a campaign for the 


Equal Rights Amendment. Arm women with infor- 
mation and win the campaign. 

Subscribe to Equal Rights NOW! Make checks 
payable to Equal Rights, 144 B street, N. E., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


FORT TICONDEROGA 


(NEW YORK) 


Built by the French in 1755. Held in turn by England and the 
United States. Its museum contains a complete collection of | 
relics of the Colonial and Revolutionary Wars. : 


A One-Day Trip From Any Part of the Adirondacks 


USE EQUAL RIGHTS SEALS 
on your letters and sow the seed of Democracy for Women 


Sheet of 100 $1.00 


| 
Order Now 
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Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell Passes Away 


(Continued from page 107) 


strive unceasingly for the cause which lay nearest her 
heart, the completion of American Democracy by the 
inclusion of women in the protection afforded all 
ae citizens by the Constitution of the United 

During the time Mrs. Pell served as National Chair- 
man of the Woman’s Party the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment received favorable reports from the Sub-Judi- 
ciary Committees of both House and Senate, and for 
the first time in history, the Amendment reached the 


floor of a branch of the United States Congress (the 
Senate), following a hearing before the Senate Judi- 


ciary Committee in February, 1938. Her speech on 
this occasion so clearly expressed her philosophy and 
her views regarding the rightful place of women in a 
Democracy, t EQUAL RIGHTS herewith presents it, 
that the stirring appeal of Sarah Thompson Pell may 
be spoken again in of the cause she loved and 
for which she labored: 

come to you today to speak in behalf of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. This is a critical time in 
the world’s affairs. Our hard-won civilization is at 
a crossroads. A fundamental cleavage has occurred 
in the ranks of mankind between those who believe 
in the right of the human individual to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness and those who believe 
that the individual is a robot whose life, liberty and 
8 can be sacrificed at will to something called 

e state. 


The preamble to the Constitution states that it (the 
Constitution) is established to secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.“ 


Liberty is not an achievement which has been lightly 
won. It has come to a portion mankind as the 
result of a long, arduous and uphill fight, notably as 
the result of three revolutions: the English, the 
American and the French. 

“Liberty is something, however, which can be lightly 
lost. The rash of colored shirts which is — 
the world at this time is testimony to that. The Worl 
War was fought to ‘make the world safe for Democ- 
racy’ and, twenty years after the World War, Democ- 
racy is no longer. safe. 

“In a world thus tortured and torn, our country 
stands out as one of the last strongholds of Democ- 
racy, of human liberty for all. Our America still holds 
for the fundamental premise of the democratic state 
that human beings are the ony tae and tangible enti- 
ties, that the State exists in hearts of its citize 
that the individual man and woman is the supreme en 
for which the State exists, that the State is merely a 
framework for the individual’s experience, and is 
primarily for his comfort. 

“In our America, moreover, the rights and obliga- 
tions of Democracy theoretically are not reserved for 
this group or that, not for the rich or the poor, not 
for capital or labor, not for one or. another special 


group. | 

“In practice, though, the individual, when through 
the accident of birth that individual happens to be a 
woman, is denied the rights of Democracy despite the 
fact that through her enfranchisement she has 
assumed the obligations. The individual woman is 
still regarded under the law as part being, part chat- 
tel. She is to be protected and pampered as a pet 
7 another human being who, through the accident 
0 


birth, happens to be a man, or else to be denied her 


fundamental rights to equality of treatment on the 


ground that she is a pet and must be pampered and 
protected. | 

“There is, then, only a difference in degree, as re- 
gards woman, between her status in a society which 
proudly calls itself Democratic, and a Society in which 
all human liberties are denied, and women are rele- 
gated to the position of drudges and slaves. | 

“I am convinced that it must be clear to the mem- 
bers of this committee, who understand and appre- 
ciate Democracy, that all human liberties stand or 
fall together; that where some human liberties are 
denied, all are in danger of being eclipsed; that where 
there is a failure to admit women as members in full 
standing of the Democratic Society, there is a wedge 
for the activity of forces which seek to destroy all 
the civil liberties. 

“In order to free themselves of traditional shackles 
women have had to fight day in and day out for more 
than a century, against the ranks of reaction. Today, 
in this room, they reach the summit of their fight, 
the most crucial moment in their battle for freedom. 

“The issue is crystal clear. Shall the women citizens 
of this nation be given, in constitutional form, the final 
and fullest expression of the liberties they deserve? 

“If the answer is ‘yes’ by your vote for the Equal 
Rights Amendment, there will be a victory for Democ- 
racy which will immeasurably strengthen the forces 
of Democracy when they are most ruthlessly threat- 
ened. | 

“If the answer is ‘no,’ there will be a victory for 
reaction, and the forces, which throughout the world, 
are seeking to bit and blind and enslave mankind, 
will have cause for satisfaction and much joy. 

J appeal to you to favorably report the Equal 
Rights Amendment.” 


Opening Of World Woman’s Party 
(Continued from page 108) 


the officials of the International Institutions of Geneva, 
the League of Nations, the International Labor Office, 
the International Red Cross Committee, the Interparle- 
mentarian Union, etc.; to the representatives of the 
different churches; to the women who are foremost in 
the feminist movement of Switzerland and who, a few 
weeks ago, met together for the “Journée de la 
Femme” etc. 

If there was a general feeling that the success of 
this opening ceremony was to all intents and purposes 
guaranteed in advance, it was attributable to two par- 
ticularly fortunate circumstances. First the setting on 
the lawn in front of this beautiful villa which provided 
the most favorable possible background for the even- 
ing’s activities. Into such an ideal frame, a picture 
worthy of it was placed. The second favorable cir- 
cumstance was that the entire evening’s arrangements 
were in the capable hands of Marie Moore Forr 
well-known in the United States as a writer an 
director of pageants. Mrs. Forrest came from Wash- 
ington some time ago to direct the preparations and 
successfully made all necessary arrangements. 

Grace Moore, a member of the Metropolitan Opera 
of New York and a famous filmstar, came to Geneva 
to sing, both for the audience and for the listeners 
over the radio, the Aria from Tosca, Schubert’s 
Serenade and Cheribib i. 

Madame Clara Novello Davies, known all over the 
world as the founder and conductor of the Royal Welsh 
Ladies’ Choir, was Official Conductor of Singing of the 
World Woman’s Party and came to Geneva with her 
choir. Their theme song was Dame Ethel Smith’s 


(Continued on page 112) 
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Muchas Gracias, Senator Burke 


By Mary A. Murray 


Chairman, National Industrial Council 


CE more women have cause to thank God and 
the electorate of Nebraska for Senator Burke. 
He introduced the Equal Rights Amendment in the 


Senate. 

Just before Congress adjourned he introduced 
another measure for which men and women of the 
United States have reason to thank him—Senate Joint 
Resolution 183. This Resolution establishes (in 5 
pages) that the present commissioner of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women who is a native of 
the United States became a member of that Commis- 
sion in 1928 by virtue of the authority given the Gov- 
erning Board of the Pan American Union by the 
Union; that she is an officer of the Pan American 
Union, not of the United States, and that no officer 
of the United States has jurisdiction to remove her; 
that her membership on the Commission continues 
until 1943 at least. All of which is — 3 stating the 
actual legal status in the Pan American Union of the 
I. A. C. W. and of the commissioner who was chosen 
from the United States. 8 

Members of the Inter American Commission of 
Women are not the agents of their individual govern- 
ments, were not. appointed by their governments and 
cannot be removed by their governments. The Inter 
American Conference created the Commission by reso- 
lution and directed the Pan American Union to appoint 
the first seven members, and these seven to appoint 
the remaining fourteen until all the American repub- 
lies were represented. The Commission was formed 
by the Governing Board of the Pan American Union 
in this way: The Board desired a United States woman 
to be chairman, so our representative on the Board, in 
his capacity as Board member—not as our Secretary 
of State—named Miss Doris Stevens as his candidate. 
She was S by the Board, and so became an 
officer of the Pan American Union. She was desig- 
nated chairman of the Commission. Lots were drawn 
to determine the other six countries from which mem- 
bers would be chosen. The Board representative of 
each of these countries named his candidate. When 
satisfactory persons had been named the Governing 
Board made them members of the Commission. There 
were then seven members. These seven members were 
then instructed by the Board to name their co-workers 
from the remaining fourteen countries. The fourteen 
governments were invited by the Pan American Union 
to nominate their members and those nominated were 
appointed by the first seven. The.fact that they were 

osen by the first seven members and not by their 
own governments proves conclusively that commis- 
sioners were not to be the representatives of their 
8 but were the agents of the Pan American 

nion. 

Early this year President Roosevelt, probably acting 
upon misinformation, named a woman to represent 
the United States on the I. A. C. W. in future. Certain 
delegates and others, who had intended the Lima Con- 
ference, fearful of the fate of their beloved “protective 
legislation,” determined to make over the Commission 


into a social welfare organization. They returned to 


the United States and gave much publicity to a story 
that the I. A, C. W. had been made an official“ body 
of the Pan American Union at Lima (very plainly it 
Was an official body from its inception) and that all 
member countries were asked to name new representa- 


tives thereto (countries having vacancies were asked 
to fill them; there were only two such). Apparently 
the President was deceived. At any rate he named to 
the Governing Board the representative of his choice. 


The situation is and has been for months: The 
Governing Board has before it the name of an appoin- 
to a place not vacant, presented by a person having 
no jurisdiction in affairs of the Board, said person 
a highest officer of one of the most powerful 
member countries in the Pan American Union. Not 
a — position for Board members from neighbor 
countries. 


When S. J. Res. 183 is approved by Congress it will 
establish recognition by the United States that Miss 
Doris Stevens, the present chairman of the Commis- 
sion, is indisputably the member from the United 
States of the I. A. C. W. The Governing Board then 
can proceed (without fear of offending the United 
States) with its mandate to name a chairman to act 
until 1943, and the Commission can resume its inter- 
rupted work. 


The Commission’s accomplishments in the interest 
of women, under the able leadership of Miss Stevens, 
have been outstanding, as readers of EQUAL RIGHTS 
for the past ten years are aware. Miss Stevens is 
appreciated, respected and loved for her service to the 

ple in whose interest she has labored. She has 
- the Commission headed for the goal of “civil and 
political equality of women on the continent,” for 
which it was created, and has fought to keep well- 
intentioned women from diverting it into social wel- 
fare work. 
We have to thank Senator Burke for giving the Leg- 
islative body the opportunity to correct the error. The 
senator is a great American. For our Latin American 
brothers and sisters we say to him: Muchas gracias; 


for ourselves we say: We thank you. 


SHIP'S INN 

NANTUCKET ISLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 

Site of birthplace of Lucretia Coffin Mott. Nantucket mansion of 

American plan. Open June 10 to October let. E.'S. McLaughlin. 
| HOTEL ROOSEVELT 

! Madison Ave. and 45th St. 

1 NEW YORK CITY 


a 
Order now and give widespread distribution „ 


WOME 
Home. 
144 B Street Northeast Washington, D. C. : 


112 EQUAL RIGHTS 


A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


MORE ABOUT “GUNPOWDER WOMEN” 


EARL BUCK’S article, “America’s Gunpowder 
Women” (Harpers Magazine, July, 1939), which I 
reviewed in my column last month gave me much food 
for thought and set my mind to work on what could 
be done by. women to rouse themselves out of the 
apathy produced by too much privilege. 
All of us know 


serious work that uses of their energies and develo 
their abilities. And the nation is crying for their h 
to work out all the serious problems that face us to- 

y. Now perhaps more than any other time we need 
to take to see whether we are making use of the 
freedom and the rights we have won. 

Women who have been educated and have used their 
minds are not really satisfied with half a job nor with 
amusements to take up their time. The result is dis- 
content. If they are sufficiently discontented they. will 


t there is a large group of intelli- 
gent women who are going to seed from lack of work, 


not always train their daughters to expect that they 


should work just as their brothers for the good of their 


souls. Instead they want to give them everything to 
make life easy for them. Instead of training them to 
be up-standing human beings in their own right, they 
teach them first and foremost to please men. And 
pe forget to train their sons to regard their sisters 
as human beings like themselves with the same need 
for work, for self-respect, and being on their own. 

It all comes down to this. We must begin now and 


_ clear out of our own minds and out of the minds of the 
— — to come the old idea that woman is — 
male. 


eged creature to be supported by a chivalrous 


Opening Of World Woman's party 
«(Continued from page 110) 
“March of the Women.” They also rendered other 
songs, including “Keep the Peace Fires Burning,” 


based on “Keep the Home Fires Burning,” the war- 
time song of her son, Ivor Novello (actor and play- 


| wright) 


adame Teyssiére-Wuilleumier, who has made a 
— study of ancient music, played her viole 
amour, accompanied on the clavecin by Madame 


do something about it. If the discontent does not go Vaucher Clerc, 2 
very deep and just smoulders, there is great danger 4 ed 
that these women dulled by privilege and secretly jeal- entale evoise) 


ousy of the women who are accomplishing something, 
may fall prey to some demagogue, who will persuade 
them that happiness may be found in the old way, in 
less freedom, and in a return to a limited interest—the 
home and child-bearing. 
Other dangerous influences are to be found in the 
organizations, made up of intelligent women who 
ought. to know better, but who insist that women 
should not be treated as human beings before the law, 
that there should be special protective laws for them. 
These organizations for the most part are made up of 


over-privileged women or of women who are envious of 


the role of the privileged woman. Neither face reali- 


under M. Gaillepand’s baton, which played several 
marches. A second choir conducted by Monsieur Marc 
Briquet, of Geneva, with Marjorie Garlieb as assist- 
ant conductor rendered the National Hymn of Switz- 
erland and the “Chanson de Suisse.” Madame R. 
Nicolaiew-Leshaud, soloist of the “Orchestre Suisse 
Romande,” rendered “Air de Mitrane,” by Rossi, and 
Manoir de Rosemonde, by Duparc. 

Naturally in a program such as this a dancer was 
not lacking. Mademoiselle Claire Lucille performed 
the majestic dance, “Grande Nation,” to the music in 
flat major (As dur) Opus 53 of Chopin’s Polonaise. 
The dance was created and studied expressly for 


September, 1939 


the inauguration of the Geneva Headquarters of the 
World Woman’s Party. : 

It is exactly three-quarters of a century since an- 
other international movement was born in this villa. 
On August 12, 1864, in Villa Bartholoni, where the 
World Woman’s Party has now its Headquarters, the 
delegates to the First Conference for the International 
Red Cross solemnly met to sign the Convention. The 
terraces in front of their house were magnificently 
illuminated and glittering fireworks shot up into the 
blackness of the night. It is to be hoped that fate 
which has ordained that the International Red Cross 
should be such a great servant of mankind may also 
grant that this movement, starting from the same 


ties. One group seeks satisfaction in extending phi- 
lanthropy to a less fortunate group; the other, having 
seen women over-worked, thinks the solution is grant- 
ing them privileges, while the answer is improved 
working conditions for men and women. Any other 
solution is a selfish one and could be clung to tenacious- _ 
ly in this day and age only by women mesmerized by 
too much privilege. | 
All women's clubs and organizations which do not 
set women to work on constructive jobs in their com- 
munities are soporific. When first established, wom- 
en’s organizations filled a great need by educating 
who * — for a coll 
y training them work together, an rousing » : 
their interest in current events. Now with education, pre 
lectures, magazines, and books available to everyone, | 
too many clubs keep women in the first grade when Qe ens 


| | they should be in the high school of the world’s work. | 
The Danford Literary Agency 


Listening to lectures year in and year out is of little ) 
use, unless it stirs one up to do something. But the | 
has excellent publisher and motion picture contacts. It 

seeks established writers as commission clients. 4 


privileged woman is encouraged to listen to everything 
Promising beginners assisted with collaboration and 


| 
and do nothing. Women’s clubs must have a new pur- | 
pose. They must graduate from Study Clubs to Clubs | 
use up their executive talents in clu charity critictemn 8 
—.— be — — a much more useful 
contribution in politics or business. DANFORD LITERARY AGENCY 
Often women are very careless about the up-bring- 
ing of their sons and daughters. They may have 149 East 37th Street, New York City 
wanted the right to work for themselves, but they do 
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